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Dear friends,

First of all, here is a new video from Michael Joshin Thiele that follows a 2011
swarm through the season. You will want to pull up a chair and listen to the
exquisite hum of these happy bees!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXsMPZ5apGg

As always, we have our upcoming calendar posted below. We have a special
offer for you to attend the Bioneers conference in October for a reduced rate.
There are also basic details on the 15th annual conference of the American



Apitherapy Society, set for New Orleans in early November.

Blessings all around you and your bees,
Bzzzzzzz,
Barbara, Jacques, Priscilla, Michael, Kate and Juan

American Apitherapy Society
2011 Annual Conference in New Orleans: Register by September
23 for an "Early Bee" discounted rate of $375.

15th ANNUAL CHARLES MRAZ APITHERAPY COURSE AND CONFERENCE
(CMACCQC)

NOVEMBER 4 - 6, 2011

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

www.apitherapy.org

The American Apitherapy Society has announced it's 15th annual training, this
year in the historic French Quarter of New Orleans. The international gathering
is intended for beekeepers, researchers, holistic health practitioners, and all
who are interested in this ancient practice of using beehive products (honey,
pollen, propolis, royal jelly, bee venom and more) to support health. Some of
the topics addressed in this year's program include Lyme Disease, Pain
Management, Apipuncture, Treating Wounds with Honey, Case Studies, and a
Bee Venom Therapy Workshop.

Fall Thoughts from Michael Joshin Thiele of gaiabees.com

In the years to come, the health and life of the landscape and all creatures will
depend to some extent on our personal relationship with nature. The ways in
which we perceive our environment will determine the prospects of our earth
stewardship. For the survival of earth's various ecosystems and cultures, our
understanding of life and the world needs to widen and overcome the current
materialistic world view. Once we can connect with the natural gestalt of the
"bien" (the oneness of the colony), once we can understand the underlying
true nature of all living beings, our care and our approach will shift accordingly.
It requires patience and the study of oneself, and it requires discipline, faith and
confidence - confidence in the truth in the depth of our hearts.

On one hand, bees represent a unique life form and they illustrate a different
matrix of life. On the other hand, bees are a wonderful medium to study both,
oneself and the world. To combine both will open up new vantage points in a
time of vast changes in earth's transition. It can be a resource in our quest for



a wholesome life on earth, and it may offer inspiration for a renewal in society
and culture.

We are entering fall/autumn and the "bien" is already contracting. Fall equinox
is the threshold into winter, with the "bien" transitioning through major
changes. Pro-polis is emerging in higher quantity and envelops the nest,
membrane-like, in particular on the outer edges. The male element is
retracting, and drones are vanishing like leaves falling off trees, leaving behind
the promise of return within invisible buds. Long living winter bees will emerge
and the nest is shifting towards darkness and colder days. When fall comes,
the "bien" is at a crossroad: Will it have enough strength to survive winter?
And will there be a minimum balance within the inner fauna of the "bien", and
an equilibrium between symbionts like varroa and the "bien"? The bees show
us the path of the light and the sun. As we enter the darker time of the year,
we will together with the "bien" turn toward the inside. Bon voyage.

--- Classes and Tours at The Melissa Garden ---

New Workshop series, beginning in the fall of 2011

"Bees, living between Heaven and Earth"

October 1&2, 2011

Saturday 10am - 5 pm

Sunday 10am - 4pm

The first weekend will begin with an introduction to a new paradigm of
apiculture. We will venture into a variety of topics, which will include
the following: Study of the bee lectures by Rudolf Steiner & others; life
forces, biology & fundamentals of the "Bien"; historical & traditional
apiculture, indigenous and contemporary (videos); introduction into
bee communication; Health and the "Bien"; contemplation, meditation
& consciousness studies; creating Honey Bee Sanctuaries I;
preparations for next bee season & outlook into bee season of 2012;
individual home study (optional); individual projects for next weekend
(optional); alternative hive designs (designing your own bee-centered
bee nest).

"Gathering Sun Light"

April 28 & 29, 2012

Saturday 10am - 5 pm

Sunday 10am - 4pm

The second weekend will be a continuation of our study of the bees.



The middle of spring will give us ample time of interaction with the
bees. We will continue our study of various texts and have the
opportunity to deepen our understanding of the "bien". Additional
topics will be the Demeter standards for apiculture and beyond;
conscious apiculture; the concept of "ensoulment” of the landscape
through the bien; Health and the bien II; contemplation, meditation &
consciousness studies; creating Honey bee sanctuaries II; project
presentations; individual projects for next weekend; individual home
study.

"The 'Bien’, the life line of the biosphere"
July 14 & 15, 2012

Saturday 10am - 5 pm

Sunday 10am - 4pm

The third weekend will be a continuation of our study of the bees, and
it will focus on meeting the bees on a soul level. Most of the topics of
the previous weekends will resurface in a new light. In addition to
Health and the bien III & creating Honey bee sanctuaries III, we will
include geomantic dimensions of apiculture. Through contemplation,
meditation & consciousness studies, we will work with our range of
perception and other ways of bee communication. How can the bien be
a source for hope and inspiration in a world of transition? Vision and
outlook.

The fee for the entire course is $450.00 or $175.00 for individual
weekends. Some scholarships/work exchange will be available. A bag
lunch is available for an additional fee for Saturday & Sunday (needs
to be ordered at least 7 days before each weekend). Please contact
Barbara (queenbee@themelissagarden.com) for a list of hotels and
B&B's.

Sunday, October 16, Bioneers -- San Rafael CA -- Barbara
Schlumberger and Kate Frey will be joining Gunther Hauk at this
nationally acclaimed eco conference. Friends of The Melissa Garden
are eligible for a 20% discount on Bioneers registration. Just go to
http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=975286
and use the coupon code Farming20.

Garden Tour Date schedule for 2011:



e September 17, Saturday -- %DUEDWD 6 FKXP EHU HU
e QOctober 7, Friday -- . DV ) UH\

There is a charge of $20 per person. We have a group rate of 8 or
more. Please ask. Tours begin promptly at 10:30 and end at noon.
Plan to arrive 15 minutes early for tea and snacks. There are picnic

tables under the oaks so feel free to bring your lunch. Cameras are
OK. Be sure to bring a notebook.

www.themelissagarden.com
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